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all but first quality cast steel. The first slab of cast plow steel
ever rolled in America was rolled by William Woods, at the steel
works of Jones & Quigg, in 1846, and shipped to John Deere, of
Moline, Illinois. About 1846 the firm of Tingle & Sugden, file-
makers, at Pittsburgh, made their own steel. In 1850 the manu-
facture of American steel, all of low-grade quality, cast and blister,
was confined to a few establishments, nearly all of which were in
Pennsylvania. In that year thirteen establishments in Pennsyl-
vania made 6,078 tons of steel, of which only 44 tons were cast
steel. Of the thirteen establishments, six were in Pittsburgh.

The following is a list of all, the works in the State engaged in
the conversion of steel in 1850, with their product: James Row-
land & Co., Kensington, Philadelphia, 600 tons; J. Bobbins, Ken-
sington, 500 tons; Earp & Brink, Kensington, 100 tons; Robert S.
Johnson, Kensington, 400 tons; W. & H. Rowland, Oxford, Phila-
delphia, 700 tons; R. & G. D. Coleman, Martic, Lancaster county,
400 tons; R. H. & W. Coleman, Castlefin, York county, 100 tons;
Singer, Hartman & Co., Pittsburgh, Allegheny county, 700 tons;
Coleman, Hailman & Co., Pittsburgh, 800 tons; Jones & Quigg,
Pittsburgh, 1,200 tons; Spang & Co., Pittsburgh, 200 tons; G. &
J. H. Shoenberger, Pittsburgh, 200 tons; S. McKelvy, Pittsburgh,
178 tons, these works having been in operation only six months:
total, 13 works, with an annual product of 6,078 tons. Of this
quantity only 44 tons were cast steel, as already stated.

In 1852 McKelvy & Blair, of Pittsburgh, made cast steel of
good quality, but not of the best. In 1853 the firm of Singer, Nim-
ick & Co., of Pittsburgh, which had been organized in 1848, and
in 1855 Isaac Jones, then doing business in his tfwn name, were
successful in producing the higher grades of cast steel for saw,
machinery, and agricultural purposes, but they did not make tool
steel of the best quality as a regular product. That honor was
reserved for a new firm, beginning business in 1859. In that year
the firm of Hussey, Wells & Co. was successful in making cruci-
ble cast steel of best quality as a regular product at Pittsburgh,
and three years later the firm of Park, Brother & Co., also of
Pittsburgh, accomplished the same achievement. These were, we
believe, the first firms in the country to meet with complete success
in this difficult department of American manufacturing enterprise.
Hussey, WeHs & Co. were also the first in the country to fully
demonstrate the fact that American iron is equal to the best
Swedish iron in the manufacture of best cast steel.